GERMANY AND THE FUTURE OF EUROPE

the Social Democratic party today is really the person of
Schumacher. But there is an enormous amount of bureaucratic
control in the German constitutional and governmental ma-
chine. Not least, the upper house is a bureaucratic chamber. It
is a chamber primarily concerned with the mechanical and
technical aspects of legislation. Only if the ministers-president
walk in and make a political decision do they accept political
orders.

The Germans got, furthermore, a very strong cabinet, again a
bureaucratic cabinet. It is a cabinet of bureaucrats in fact, and
it can function, I think, only with people who are trained
bureaucrats- It has an enormous, well-trained administrative
staff. As a matter of fact, I think the German government is as
overstaffed as any government could possibly be, entirely out
of proportion to the capacities of the country and the needs of
the hour. All these people carry into that government all the
good traditions of mimicry and adjustment through which and
by which the civil service survives through all the changes in
German political life.

The Germans got some power of their own, Most of it is, of
course, derived power. Constitutionally speaking, of course, the
Germans are not sovereign. Today it is all delegated authority
derived from the sovereign authority of the occupying powers.
But in spite of this theory, in fact the Germans get some unde-
rived power through the East-West tension. They get the power
of their position, and that is dangerous in itself. They get the
power of one government dealing with three, and as long as we
cannot do better than have a three-headed Allied commission,
we will always be at a terrible disadvantage. They get also,
finally, the access to the arena of power politics, and nothing do
they like more. All through this process they have been pre-
occupied with the problems of power politics, and they love to
play die game* They get the power of patronage; there is a great
amount of patronage available to the federal government in
western Germany today, which is more significant because in a
situation of scarcities, poverty, and particularly pennits> the
bureaucracy is more powerful than in a situation of abundance.